
Isaiah
Deutero-Isaiah!

Prophet of Comfort and Redemption

How many Isaiahs were there?!

● Though it’s a single book with a single name, the author of Isaiah 40–66 is not the
same as the author of the first 39 chapters (and, indeed, many scholars discern a
third hand in chapter 56–66). That block of text has been dubbed by scholars
“Deutero-Isaiah,” literally meaning “the second Isaiah.”

● Careful and open-minded readers of the book of Isaiah as far back as the medieval
interpreter Abraham ibn Ezra nine centuries ago have noted that chapters 40 and
beyond seem to date from two hundred years later than the time of the
8th-century BCE kings whose reigns are listed in chapter 1 as the time of the
book’s namesake prophet, Isaiah son of Amoz.1

● Chapter 40 begins the portion of the book of Isaiah attributed to an anonymous
prophet of the latter years of the Babylonian exile when King Cyrus of Persia
conquered Babylonia and decreed that Jews could return to their homeland (ca.
545-538 BCE).

● Although these chapters are clearly written long after the time of the
eighth-century prophet Isaiah, they nevertheless share his basic theological
perspective rooted in the Zion/Davidic tradition, i.e., that the Lord protects Zion.
These chapters therefore function within the book to describe the realization of
the Lord's plans to restore Zion as articulated throughout chs. 1-33.2

What’s a Haftarah? (It’s not a half-Torah!)

● Selection from The Prophets which connects to the Torah reading or the calendar,
and expands / supplements the message of the weekly Torah Reading

● The Syrian-Greeks, under King Antiochus in 167 BCE, outlawed the reading of the
Torah but not the Prophets, and so the Jews found prophetic readings that
connected in some way to what they would have read.  Once they could read Torah
again, they kept both readings.

2 Marvin A. Sweeney, The New Oxford Annotated Bible. Introductory comment to Isaiah chapters 40-54.

1 Rabbi Peretz Rodman, https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/deutero-isaiah-a-prophet-of-comfort/.
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● There are 3 Haftarot of “rebuke” leading up to Tisha B’Av, and 7 Haftarot of
“comfort” that make up the period from Tisha B’Av until Rosh Hashanah. 

● The 3rd Haftarah of Rebuke as well as all of the Haftarot of Comfort are from the
Book of Isaiah.

● The 1st Haftarah after Tisha B’Av starts with the word “Nachamu” (“Comfort”), and
so that Shabbat is known as “Shabbat Nachamu”. 

Selections from the First Haftarah After Tisha B’Av
From Isaiah 40

Which phrases do you find especially comforting in this section?

(1) Comfort, oh comfort My people,
Says your God.
(2) Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
And declare to her
That her term of service is over,
That her iniquity is expiated;
For she has received at the hand of the
LORD Double for all her sins.

(3) A voice rings out:
“Clear in the desert
A road for the LORD!
Level in the wilderness
A highway for our God!
(4) Let every valley be raised,
Every hill and mount made low.
Let the rugged ground become level
And the ridges become a plain.
(5) The Presence of the LORD shall appear,
And all flesh, as one, shall behold—
For the LORD Himself has spoken.”

(6) A voice rings out: “Proclaim!”
Another asks, “What shall I proclaim?”
“All flesh is grass,
All its goodness like flowers of the field:
(7) Grass withers, flowers fade
When the breath of the LORD blows on
them. Indeed, man is but grass:

ר ֱאֽ�ֵהיֶכֽם׃ י יֹאַמ֖ (א) נֲַח֥מּו נֲַח֖מּו ַעִּמ֑
י יָה ִּכ֤ (ב) ַּדְּב֞רּו ַעל־ֵל֤ב יְרּוָׁשַלִ֙ ֙ם ְוִקְר֣אּו ֵאֶל֔
י ָלְֽקָח֙ה ִמַּי֣ד ה ֲעוָֺנּ֑ה ִּכ֤ י נְִרָצ֖ ּה ִּכ֥ ָמְֽלָא֙ה ְצָבָא֔

יִם ְּבׇכל־ַחּטֹאֶתֽיָה׃ {ס}         ה ִּכְפַל֖ יְהָֹו֔

ה יְַּׁשרּ֙ו ֶר� יְהָֹו֑ ר ַּפּ֖נּו ֶּד֣ א ַּבִּמְדָּב֕ (ג) ֣קֹול קֹוֵר֔
ה ֵלא�ֵהֽינּו׃ ה ְמִסָּל֖ ָּבֲעָרָב֔

לּו ה יְִׁשָּפ֑ ר ְוגְִבָע֖ א ְוׇכל־ַה֥ (ד) ׇּכל־ֶּגי֙א יִּנֵָׂש֔
ים ְלִבְקָעֽה׃ ְוָהָי֤ה ֶהָֽעקֹ֙ב ְלִמיׁ֔שֹור ְוָהְרָכִס֖

ו ה ְוָר֤אּו ׇכל־ָּבָׂש֙ר יְַחָּד֔ ה ְּכ֣בֹוד יְהָֹו֑ (ה) ְונִגְָל֖
ה ִּדֵּבֽר׃ {פ} י יְהָֹו֖ י ִּפ֥ ִּכ֛

א ה ֶאְקָר֑ ר ָמ֣ א ְוָאַמ֖ ר ְקָר֔ (ו) ֚קֹול אֵֹמ֣
יץ ַהָּׂשֶדֽה׃ יר ְוׇכל־ַחְסּ֖דֹו ְּכִצ֥ ר ָחִצ֔ ׇּכל־ַהָּבָׂש֣

ה ָנְׁ֣שָבה י ֥רּוַח יְהָֹו֖ יץ ִּכ֛ ׁש ָחִצי֙ר ָנֵ֣בֽל ִצ֔ (ז) יֵָב֤
יר ָהָעֽם׃ ן ָחִצ֖ ּ֑בֹו ָאֵכ֥

ינּו יץ ּוְדַבר־ֱא�ֵה֖ יר ָנֵ֣בֽל ִצ֑ ׁש ָחִצ֖ (ח) יֵָב֥

2



(8) Grass withers, flowers fade—
But the word of our God is always
fulfilled!”

(9) Ascend a lofty mountain,
O herald of joy to Zion;
Raise your voice with power,
O herald of joy to Jerusalem—
Raise it, have no fear;
Announce to the cities of Judah:
Behold your God!
(10) Behold, the Lord GOD comes in might,
And His arm wins triumph for Him;
See, His reward is with Him,
His recompense before Him.
(11) Like a shepherd He pastures His
flock: He gathers the lambs in His arms
And carries them in His bosom;
Gently He drives the mother sheep.

יָ֥קּום ְלעֹוָלֽם׃ {ס}        

ֶרת ִצּ֔יֹון ַּה ֲעִלי־ָל֙� ְמַבֶּׂש֣ ֹ֤ ל ַהר־ָּגב (ט) ַע֣
יִמ֙י ֶרת יְרּוָׁשלִָ֑ ם ָהִר֙ � ְמַבֶּׂש֖ ַח֙ קֹוֵל֔ ֹ֙ יִמי ַבּכ ָהִר֤

ה ִהֵּנ֖ה י יְהּוָד֔ ִאי ִאְמִר֙י ְלָעֵר֣ ַאל־ִּתיָר֔
ֱא�ֵהיֶכֽם׃

ה ֲאדָֹנ֤י יֱהִֹו֙ה ְּבָחָז֣ק יָ֔בֹוא ּוזְרֹ֖עֹו (י) ִהּנֵ֨
ְׁשָלה ֑לֹו ִהֵּנ֤ה ְׂשָכרֹ֙ו ִאּ֔תֹו ּוְפֻעָּל֖תֹו ְלָפָנֽיו׃ ֹ֣ מ

ץ ה ִּבזְרֹעֹ֙ו יְַקֵּב֣ (יא) ְּכרֶֹע֙ה ֶעְד֣רֹו יְִרֶע֔
א ָע֖לֹות יְנֵַהֽל׃ {ס} ים ּוְבֵחי֖קֹו יִָּׂש֑ ְטָלִא֔

      

Lament voiced in Eicha (Lamentations 1:2, 9), read on Tisha B’Av - that Jerusalem has no
consoler (menahem), no one to offer words of comfort in her time of defeat & mourning.

Netzach Yisrael 56:6
Because "cry" is written twice (in Lamentations 1:2) "cry, oh cry in the night", therefore it
is written "comfort, oh comfort" (Isaiah 40:1).

Ibn Ezra on Isaiah 40:1:3:
God addresses his prophet or the chiefs of the people. The repetition of the words
comfort ye is to indicate that the comfort is to be administered immediately or repeatedly.

Rabbi Peretz Rodman:3

Telling the scattered remnants of a defeated and despairing nation, exiled to the victors’
capital, that their exile is about to end, that the way will suddenly open up for them to go
home, that the God who punished them with that downfall is now eager to forgive them
and raise them back to their former glory — that’s the hopeful but challenging task of the
prophet who speaks in the second part of the book of Isaiah. After the destruction of
Jerusalem and exile of the Jews to Babylon, the prophet offers this message of hope.

3 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/deutero-isaiah-a-prophet-of-comfort/
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Deutero-Isaiah originally comforted those who were exiled in Babylon, but the message
of consolation has helped sustain the downtrodden and dispersed Jewish people
throughout its history, into modern times.

“Whereas you [Jerusalem] have been forsaken, Rejected, with none passing through,
I will make you a pride everlasting, a joy for age after age.” (Isaiah 60:15)4

Musical Version of “Nachamu Ami”

This song was released by the Jewish-American band “Safam” (written in 1991 & on their
1993 album “On Track”).  Its lyrics are the first 3 verses of Haftarat Nachamu (Is. 40:1-3).

Safam - Nachamu Ami - Jewish Arts Festival - Feb 23, 1991

From the Communal to the Personal:
A selection from a letter to my newborn daughter

August 12th, 2012

Dearest Hannah Meira,

….Your middle name, Meira, is also a tribute to my dear friend Michael Levin, who was
killed tragically during the Second Lebanon War. Michael’s death has shaped my personal
and professional life in profound ways over the past 6 years. His life, and death, inspired
me to have the courage to reach for my dream of becoming a rabbi – just as he reached for
his dreams.

Mike’s funeral was on Tisha B’Av – the day of national Jewish mourning. And you were
born on Shabbat Nachamu – the Shabbat after Tisha B’av, when God provides comfort to
the people of Israel, for all our losses and sadness. For me and your Abba, you Hannah
Meira, are our comfort – our Shabbat Nachamu daughter.

While Michael’s light was snuffed out much too soon, your light has just begun to shine.
Meira means “she illuminates” or “she causes light to shine.” Already in 8 days you have
illuminated every space you’ve entered. And you have caused me, your proud Ima, to
glow.

May your light continue to shine – on your family, on the people of Israel and on all
humanity.

4 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/deutero-isaiah-a-prophet-of-comfort/
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Countering Hopelessness

“The Lord is God from of old,
Creator of the earth from end to end,

He never grows faint or weary,
His wisdom cannot be fathomed.
He gives strength to the weary,

Fresh vigor to the spent.
Youths may grow faint and weary,
And young men stumble and fall,

But they that trust in the Lord shall renew their strength
As eagles grow new plumes.

They shall run and not grow weary,
They shall march and not grow faint.”

(Isaiah 40:28–31)

Source Sheet created on Sefaria by Rabbi Yael Hammerman
Based on sheets by David Schwartz, Adir Yolkut and David Rosenberg.
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