Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday, December 24, 2020 | 6:30pm
One West 29th Street (at Fifth Avenue), New York City
Worship: Sundays at 11:00am; Wednesdays at 6:15pm

Prelude u 6:10pm
Of the Father’s Love Begotten ������������������� 12th-century Plainsong, arr. Terry Schlenker
Recorded December 24, 2016
Of the Father’s love begotten ere the world began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending, He.
Of the things that are, that have been and that future years shall see,
Evermore and evermore.
O that birth forever blessed when the virgin full of grace
By the Holy Ghost conceiving bare the Savior of our race.
And the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.
This is He whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord
Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;
Now He shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord.
Evermore and evermore. — Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, tr. John Mason Neale

In Dulci Jubilo ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Michael Praetorius
Recorded December 24, 2019

Hodie Christus Natus Est ��������������������������������������������������������������������� Francis Poulenc
Recorded December 24, 2015
Hodie Christus natus est.	
Hodie Salvator apparuit.	
Hodie in terra canunt angeli,
laetantur archangeli.	
Hodie exultant justi dicentes
Gloria in excelsis Deo.	

Today Christ is born.
Today the Savior has appeared.
Today the Angels sing,
the Archangels rejoice.
Today the righteous rejoice, saying:
Glory to God in the highest.

Verbum Caro Factum Est / A un Niño Llorando ���������������������������16th century Spanish /
Anthony Rohr, tenor; Kathryn Papa, soprano
Francisco Guerrero
Recorded December 24, 2019
Sung in Latin and Spanish; Translation:
Refrain: The Word was made flesh for the salvation of you all.
And the Virgin said unto Him: “Life of my life, what would I [not] do for you, my Son? Yet I have
nothing on which to lay you down.” Refrain.
O wordly riches! will you not give some swaddling clothes to Jesus, who is born among the
animals, as you can see? Refrain.
To a boy crying in the cold, go three Kings to worship, because this child can grant the kingdom,
life, glory and Heaven.
He is born so lowly although he is a powerful King, because through His reign He gives us
comfort and simplicity. — Anonymous

The Lamb ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Stephen Caracciolo
Virtual Video: The Marble Choir; Laura Inman, soprano
Little Lamb who made thee, dost thou know who made thee
Gave thee life & bid thee feed by the stream & o’er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight, softest clothing wooly bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice, making all the vales rejoice!
Little Lamb who made thee, dost thou know who made thee
Little Lamb I’ll tell thee, little Lamb I’ll tell thee!
He is called by thy name, for He calls Himself a Lamb:
He is meek & He is mild, He became a little child:
I a child and thou a lamb, we are called by His name.
Little Lamb God bless thee. — William Blake

Go Tell It on the Mountain������������������������������� African American Spiritual, arr. Kevin Oldham
Recorded December 24, 2015

O Magnum Mysterium ������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Kevin Memley
Recorded December 24, 2017
O magnum mysterium,
et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,
jacentem in praesepio!
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt
portare Dominum Christum. Alleluia.	
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O great mystery,
and wondrous sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord
lying in their manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy
To bear the Lord Christ. Alleluia.

Service of Lessons and Carols u 6:30pm
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
INTROIT

Behold the Wonder of This Night ���������������������������������������� Peter Hamlin
Recorded December 24, 2015
When though the earth its turning, turning kept, and all the stars appointed places took,
And pastured sheep laid down their heads beneath a darkened sky:
When olive trees with silver silver leaves caught ordinary moonlight in their crowns,
And common folk wove common lives of duty and delight;
Then, midst the usual usualness of sleep and wake and work,
And well-expected rise and fall of tides and times and kings,
And deep within the customary mix of good and ill in all of humankind
An Infant’s sigh was God’s own cry of peace for all the earth.
Behold the wonder of this night. — Pastor Bruce Benson

INVOCATION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isaiah 52:7-10; 9:6-7
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 195
O Come, All Ye Faithful ��������������������������������������������������� Adeste Fideles
Recorded December 24, 2019

Please refer to on-screen lyrics or online hymnal.
FIRST LESSON: THE ANNUNCIATION ����������������������������������������������Luke 1:26-33, 38
CHOIR

There Is No Rose ������������������������������������������������������������� Joel Martinson
Recorded December 9, 2018
There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu: Alleluia.
For in this rose contained was heaven and earth in little space, Res Miranda. (Marvelous thing.)
By that rose we may well see that he is God in persons three. Pari forma. (in equal form)
The angels sungen the shepherds too: Gloria in excelsis! (Glory to God in the highest)
Gaudeamus (Let us rejoice)
Now leave we all this worldly mirth and follow we this joyful birth.
Transeamus. Let us go across. (from worldly to heavenly things) — 15th century

SECOND LESSON: THE BIRTH OF JESUS ����������������������������������������������Luke 2:1-14
CHOIR

The Virgin and Child �����������������������������������������������������������Gabriel Fauré
Virtual Video: The Marble Choir; Rachel Barg, soloist; Adam Phan, harp
Lulay, lulay, lulay, by by, the Virgin sang to her child, while still in manger Jesus doth lie, an infant
so tender and mild. Now sweetest Lord, since Thou art King, why liest here in a stall? Why didst
Thou not Thy cradle bring to some great royal hall? “My mother Mary, King I be, though I be
laid on hay in stall, Lords and dukes shall worship me, and so shall knights and monarchs all.”
Lulay, lulay, by by, lulay. The Child then spake, whilst she did sing, and to His mother say, “Now
let me rest upon thy breast, and sing by by, lulay.” — Traditional

HYMN 196

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing ������������������������������������������� Mendelssohn
Recorded December 24, 2019

Please refer to on-screen lyrics or online hymnal.
THIRD LESSON: THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS ������������������������Luke 2:15-20
CHOIR

O Holy Night �����������������������������������������������������Adolphe Adam, arr. Dake
Marie Engle, mezzo-soprano
Recorded December 24, 2019

FOURTH LESSON: THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION ��������������������John 1:1-14
CHOIR

All My Heart This Night Rejoices	�������������������������������� Z. Randall Stroope
The Marble Choir and Festival of Voices
Recorded December 20, 2015
All my heart, all this night rejoices,
As I hear far and near sweetest angel voices,
“Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo!”
All the air, and ev’rywhere, “Gloria!”
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Continues on next page.

Come let us all both great and small sing “Gloria!”
Hail the star where hope is burning, “Gloria!”
Love Who with love is yearning, ever yearning, “Gloria, Gloria!”
Come and dwell in glory forever and ever.
Far on high in joy that can alter never.
Dwell in the house of Love forever, ever and ever Gloria! — Paul Gerhardt

SERMON
HYMN 218

LIVING WITH WONDER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Michael Bos
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice	������������������������������������ In Dulci Jubilo
Recorded December 24, 2019

Please refer to on-screen lyrics or online hymnal.
CALL FOR OFFERING AND PRAYER
CHOIR

Sure on This Shining Night	������������������������������������������Morten Lauridsen;
Virtual Video: The Marble Choir
orchestration by Mark Johnson
Sure on this shining night
Of starmade shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me
This side the ground.
The late year lies down the north.
All is healed, all is health.
High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.
Sure on this shining night
I weep for wonder
Wand’ring far alone
Of shadows on the stars. — James Agee

CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
HYMN 216

Silent Night (Verses 1-3). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stille Nacht
Recorded December 24, 2019

Please refer to on-screen lyrics or online hymnal.
BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
Wonderful Counselor 	�������������������������������John Michael Talbot, arr. Dake
Recorded December 24, 2019

POSTLUDE Finale from Symphony No 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Louis Vierne
Recorded December 24, 2017

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Rev. J. Elise Brown, Ph.D., Rev. Brittany Juliette Hanlin
Rev. Anthony Livolsi, Rev. Susanah Wade
The Marble Choir, Kenneth Dake, director of music

The Manhattan Brass
David Southorn, Saerom Yoo, violin
Andy Lin, viola; Nan-Cheng Chen, cello
Sam Suggs, bass; Adam Phan, harp

v

v

v

Please see following pages for information on the NBC-TV Special,
Christmas Day Coffee with the Bos Family, New Year’s Eve Prayer Vigil and more.
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Spotlight

Have a
Blessed Christmas!
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL ON NBC-TV
Christmas Eve at Marble Collegiate Church
is a joyful program filled with a powerful
message from Dr. Michael Bos, beloved
carols and music from The Marble Choir.
Made possible through our partnership with
The Interfaith Broadcasting Commission.
Tell family and friends around the country!
Check local TV listings for time. Scheduled
to air in NYC December 25, 4:00am.

CHRISTMAS DAY COFFEE
with the BOS FAMILY
Friday, December 25, 10:00-10:30am
Dr. Michael Bos, Tena Bos, and their family
invite you to join them for morning coffee
(or tea) and a prayer for the day. Gather via
video chat to wish your Marble Family a
Merry Christmas.

NEW YEAR’S EVE PRAYER VIGIL
for PEACE & RENEWAL
Thursday, December 31, 12:30-1:00pm
2020 has been an especially trying year, so
bless and release it and pray in the new beginning of 2021. Join Rev. Brittany Juliette Hanlin
and the Marble Prayer Ministry Team via video
chat for this time of prayer and reflection.

We are grateful for you! When we moved online in March,
we thought it would be for a few months, at most. Here we
are at the end of the year and, as the second surge of the
virus moves through our area, we will continue to be online for
the foreseeable future. But we are so grateful for your support
through this year.
We invite you to consider making a special year-end gift to
Marble. It would help us end the calendar year with strength and
continue the work of holding the congregation together in this
“in-between” time. Please use the Christmas envelope found in
the recent Christmas mailing or visit MarbleChurch.org and
click on “Make a Donation” on bottom of page. Contact the
Business Office for assistance with electronic giving or if you
have any questions.
Donations for the 2020 tax year need to be received before the
Business Office closes at 1:00pm on Thursday, December 31.
Thank you for your support!
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WORSHIP
Tune in live and remember to click on the chat bubble to engage with others.
View the archives at MarbleChurch.org/watch.

Sunday Worship, 11:00am
December 27 — Dr. Michael Bos
What We Need to Take & What We Need to Leave
Masterworks Heralding the Prince of Peace, 10:50am (bonus week).
January 3 — Rev. J. Elise Brown, Ph.D.
We Were Made for More:
More Than Turning the Page
Part 1 of Sermon Series. Holy Communion.
During these extraordinary times we invite you to join in
partaking of Communion in your own home. Please have ordinary elements
of bread and juice nearby.
Call-In Worship: (866) 893-5381 — Please tell those without internet they can
call on Sunday afternoons and during the following week to listen to the full
service or sermon & scripture only.

#WeWo: Wednesday Worship, 6:15pm
Please note, no WeWo December 30; returns January 6.
January 6 — Rev. Rashad McPherson
Jesus Is a Love Song
Virtual Jazz Vespers, 6:15pm
January 27 — Rev. Barbara Cawthorne Crafton
Shelter from the Storm

REAFFIRMATION OF
WEDDING / COMMITMENT VOWS
Sunday, January 3, after Worship
All couples welcome to join Dr. Michael Bos for
this annual ceremony, this time via video chat.

MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO STAY CONNECTED
We are blessed that there are many ways we can gather together online even as the
physical distance created by the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Visit MarbleChurch.org
for direct links, more details and the most up-to-date information.
Read Through the Bible: Romans thru Revelation / Sunday,
December 27, 1:45pm — Sr. Carol Perry reviews the December
readings. Please join us for the culmination of this meaningful 2020
project. Register online. Inquires to Baleta McKenzie.
Sunday Morning Bible Study: Luke and the Shape of Salvation
/ January 3 & 10, 10:00-10:40am — In the churches where some of
us were nurtured, salvation largely meant one thing: What happens
the moment you die? Where will you spend the afterlife? The Gospel
of Luke helps spark a wider imagination about what salvation might
mean. Salvation, in Luke, is not just in the future but in the present. Led
by Dr. Eric D. Barreto, Frederick and Margaret L. Weyerhaeuser Associate Professor of New Testament at Princeton Theological Seminary.
More events on next page.
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More at Marble
ON-GOING
Sunday Morning Bible Study: The Gospel of Mark / 10:00-10:40am — Returns
January 17.
Prayer Circle via Video Chat / Sundays, 10:00-10:40am — Join us for this weekly time
of prayer and music. All you need is a willing heart, an internet connection or telephone.
Bereavement Group / Every Monday, 11:00am-12:00pm — Are you mourning the loss
of a loved one? You need not travel this road alone. Led by Dr. Ken Ruge. For video link
and more information, contact Judy Tulin, (212) 686-2770, ext. 207.
Afternoon Prayer / Weekdays, 4:00-4:20pm — Wind down your day with a brief time of
sharing and prayer, led by Marble ministers. Join us via video chat or call. Please note,
not meeting December 24 through January 1; returns January 4.
Tuesday Evening Bible Study / Weekly, 6:30-7:30pm — Join Rev. Anthony Livolsi via
video chat for an in-depth discussion of the second half of the Book of Acts. Please
contact Rev. Livolsi ahead of time for the week’s reading, ALivolsi@MarbleChurch.org.
Please note, not meeting December 29, January 5 & 12.
PrimeTime (55+) Online Gatherings / Wednesdays, 1:00pm — Gather via video chat
or phone to visit with friends and meet new people. For details, contact Baleta McKenzie,
BMcKenzie@MarbleChurch.org.
Chair Yoga / Every Thursday, 10:00-10:45am — Center yourself physically and
spiritually with this beginner-friendly time of gentle movement. Please note, not
meeting December 24 & 31.
Small Groups — Grow deeper spiritually and stay connected with others even though we
are online only. Contact Baleta McKenzie, BMcKenzie@MarbleChurch.org.
CYF CORNER
MARBLE STORYTIME
Visit MarbleChurch.org to watch Rev. Brittany as she reads a
book, ending with some questions for your family to ponder.
Adults, it’s also a treat for your inner child! Latest story: Greta
and the Giants. Previous stories also available.
ONLINE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHOIRS
All children welcome for Sunday School every week at 10:00am. No Youth Group
December 27; returns January 3. Cherub, Children’s & Youth Choir Rehearsals
resume January 10. For more details, please contact Rev. Brittany Juliette Hanlin,
BHanlin@ MarbleChurch.org, or Brian Hampton, BHampton@MarbleChurch.org.

A CONVERSATION with BEVY SMITH
Thursday, January 7, 6:30pm
Bevy Smith, TV and radio personality, joins
Dr. Michael Bos and Rev. Brittany Juliette
Hanlin in a conversation about racial injustice and overcoming the obstacles currently
wounding our country. Bevy invites us along
on the journey of her personal transformation
to reveal we can live our best lives with honesty, joy, and no apologies.
All welcome! Hosted online by GIFTS: LGBTQ Fellowship. Register at MarbleChurch.org
by January 6. Inquiries to Don Piper, DPiper@MarbleChurch.org.

LISTENING FOR THE LIGHT:
A WINTER WORKSHOP
with NINA FROST
Saturday, January 9, 10:00am-12:00pm
Come gather your stirrings, hopes, and
leadings of the new year through a gentle,
restorative time of teachings, easy written exercises, and sharing. Leave with some inner
guidance, a renewed spirit, and journaling tools you can use again and again. Led by
Nina H. Frost, spiritual director, author, and a favorite Marble workshop leader. Register
online by Friday, January 8. Open to all. Hosted by Marble Women’s Ministry.
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VISIT MARBLE’S CHRISTMAS TREE
Please walk by the Marble building and see the beautiful
Christmas tree outside on 5th Avenue! We’re pleased to
have it return after a twelve year absence. Although
we can’t be inside together, our Christmas spirit
extends far beyond the boundaries of our building.

IF YOU NEED HELP — REACH OUT
If you need to speak to someone during these
challenging times, call the MARBLE CARE LINE
and a trained volunteer will be there to listen with a
Christ-centered ear and a caring heart.
Call (800) 531-1913
Wednesdays through Sundays, 12:00-8:00pm
Available to adults 18 years and older.

For more details, visit MarbleChurch.org/give/marble-care-line or contact
Rev. Susanah Wade, SWade@MarbleChurch.org, or Judy Tulin, JTulin@MarbleChurch.org.

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT MARBLE
Stephen Ministry is an integral part of the Marble Community – a oneto-one ministry that empowers lay members to provide high-quality,
confidential, and Christ-centered care for those who are hurting. If
you or someone you know can use the services provided by this
ministry, or if you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister,
please email StephenMinistry@MarbleChurch.org.
If you are in need of more in-depth, professional help with mental health issues,
please reach out to the BLANTON-PEALE INSTITUTE & COUNSELING CENTER.
BlantonPeale.org

SUPPORT MIDDLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH
with OUR PRAYERS & GIFTS
On December 5, our sister congregation, Middle Collegiate
Church, experienced a fire, and the sanctuary and building
have been destroyed. Though a church is more than its building,
this place holds so much meaning for so many people. Please
join us in showing our love in a tangible way to help them rebuild
from the ashes.
Donate at MarbleChurch.org, “Middle Collegiate Relief Fund”.

ANTI-RACISM RESOURCES
Marble is dedicated to sharing the best resources we have
found on learning and growing in our shared commitment to
racial justice and anti-racism. Please visit MarbleChurch.
org/anti-racism-resource-guide for a list of books, articles,
podcasts and films so you can learn and help us in the ongoing conversation.
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TOUCHPOINT: THE MARBLE MAGAZINE
The December 2020/January 2021 issue is available
at MarbleChurch.org/media/touchpointmagazine/.
Dr. Michael Bos invites us to move closer to Jesus and one
another, Rev. J. Elise Brown reminds us that Jesus came
into a world of uncertainty, Dr. Ken Ruge muses about
walking and our editor reflects on the impact of sounds.
We have also printed and mailed this issue to everyone
on the Marble mailing list as an extra way for us to connect.
If you don’t want to keep your printed copy, please share it to
let others know about our amazing community. We will not
be printing all our upcoming issues, so if you haven’t already
signed up to receive it via email, click on Email Sign-Up on
middle of our home page and select Touchpoint. Of course,
current and old issues are always available online.

MARBLE MASKS
Help protect others and yourself from COVID-19
by wearing a face mask with the Marble Church
logo on it. $9.95 each at MarbleChurch.org; buy 5
masks, get 1 free. These cotton masks are re-usable
and come with an adjustable sliding ear loop to suit
your head size for a more comfortable fit. We wish
you and yours good health!

PS30 TUTORING OPPORTUNITY
Marble continues its 6th year of tutoring to students at PS30 in
Harlem. We are looking for new tutors to teach Math and English
Language Arts to 2nd through 5th graders, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
or Thursdays. You will be trained to tutor remotely via the Google
classroom platform. For more information or to complete an application, please contact Rev. Susanah Wade, SWade@MarbleChurch.org
or 212-686-2770.

HERE TO HELP
Have you been participating in programs with us over the phone
and want to try video but don’t know where to start? Or have
you been participating but have some challenges due to new
technology? We are here for you! If you need assistance getting
connected, please reach out to Siobhan Tull, STull@MarbleChurch.
org, or Clay Hale, CHale@MarbleChurch.org, who will be happy to
help. There are no silly questions, just support and care.

HAS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION CHANGED?
If you’ve recently relocated, either permanently or temporarily, or if your email
address has changed, please let us know. We want to stay connected with you!
Sign into onrealm.org/marblechurch to update your information or contact the
business office.
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1 West 29th Street
New York, NY 10001-4596
212 686 2770
MarbleChurch.org

Marble on Social Media

Keep the conversation going — Marble on Social Media

MARBLE STAFF
For full staff list and email addresses, please visit MarbleChurch.org/Welcome/Staff.
Ministerial Staff
Dr. Michael Bos, Senior Minister; Rev. J. Elise Brown, Ph.D., Executive Minister
Rev. Brittany Juliette Hanlin, Associate Minister; Rev. Anthony Livolsi, Associate Minister
Rev. Susanah Wade, Associate Minister; Dr. Kenneth Ruge, Minister for Pastoral Care & Counseling
Program Leadership
Kenneth V. Dake, Director of Music; Pascal Kabemba, Chief Financial Officer
Rev. Rashad McPherson, Director of Marble Community Gospel Choir
Christina Morano Keiser, Director of Media & Communication
Kim Sebastian-Ryan, Director of Membership & Connecting
Board of Elders & Deacons
Elders: Stephanie M. Bailey, Trenesa Danuser, Sandra Diaz (Secretary)
Marcelle E. Doll (Vice Chair), Ted Gregory, G. Gregory Lozier (Chair)
Sheila B. Moses, Eileen A. O’Connell (Church Master)
Elders Emeriti: John E. Rorer, II, Gregory W. Walker; Elder Emerita: Clair J. Zak
Deacons: Tim Lee, Matthew Morse, Barbara Sagan (Treasurer)

Tomasita Sherer, Renier van Aswegen, Brenda W. Walker

Serving as Deacons to Intersections International: Agatha Pratt, Paul Younger

v

v

v

Vision:

We envision a world where we all become the individuals God created us to be.

Mission:

Marble Collegiate Church is a diverse, inclusive community of God’s people
led by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. We inspire everyone to become
positive thinkers who make a difference in the world.

v
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MARBLE’S MISSION PRIORITIES
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,…to give you a future with hope.
							
– Jeremiah 29:11

Growing Deeper — Seeking to grow in our faith in God, we commit to being a safe place
to explore what it means to follow the way of Jesus who, as our source of hope, leads us
to new possibilities.
Growing Relationally — Seeking to grow in our relationships with God and one another,
we commit to being good neighbors in the world by seeking peace and justice for all
people and cultivating a community of healing, reconciliation and transformation.
Growing in Generosity — Seeking to grow in our generosity as a grateful response to
God’s blessings in our lives, we recognize everything we have belongs to God, and we
commit to giving and serving as acts of worship.
Growing Young Across Generations — Seeking to grow in our capacity to be a beacon
of hope and life for all people, we commit to welcoming young people and their ideas,
building an inter-generational community of respect, care and belonging.

