
WELCOME
Thank You for Worshipping

with Us Today!

One West 29th Street (at Fifth Avenue), New York City
Worship: Sundays at 11:00am; Wednesdays at 6:15pm

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020

Now this I affirm and 
insist on in the Lord: 
you must no longer 
live as the Gentiles 
live, in the futility 
of their minds. That 
is not the way you 
learned Christ! You 
were taught to put 
away your former way 
of life, your old self...
and to be renewed 
in the spirit of your 
minds, and to clothe 
yourselves with the 
new self, created 
according to the 
likeness of God in 
true righteousness 
and holiness.

— Ephesians 4:17, 20, 22-24

We continue to
stay in community
during these 
uncertain times.



Order of Service

First Sunday of Christmas December 27, 2020

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US FOR OUR REMOTE SERVICE BROUGHT TO YOU WITH
THE SAME HEART AND SPIRIT AS IF WE WERE IN THE SANCTUARY.

Grace Notes — Inside the Music returns January 3.

MASTERWORKS HERALDING THE PRINCE OF PEACE (10:50am)

 Vergnügte Ruh’, beliebte Seelenlust � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �J�S� Bach 
 (Contented peace, beloved delight of the soul) from Cantata 170
 Jonathan May, countertenor
 Recorded November 29, 2015

Sung in German; Translation: Contented peace, beloved delight of the soul, you cannot be 
found among the sins of hell, but only where there is heavenly harmony� You alone strengthen 
the weak breast� Contented peace, beloved delight of the soul, for this reason nothing but the 
gifts of virtue should have any place in my heart� — Georg Lehms

 Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion from Messiah � � � � � � � � � �G�F� Handel
Lila Duffy, soprano 

 Recorded December 8, 2019

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

INTROIT There Were Shepherds Abiding in the Field / Glory to God � � �G�F� Handel
 from Messiah
 Kathryn Papa, soprano 
 Cyrus Beroukhim, Derek Ratzenboeck, violin 
 Katharina Kang, viola; Alberto Parrini, cello
 Recorded December 22, 2019

HYMN 198 Joy to the World  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Antioch, arr� Dake
 The Manhattan Brass
 Recorded December 24, 2018 

 Please refer to on-screen lyrics or online hymnal. 

INVOCATION

ANTHEM Whence Is That Goodly Fragrance Flowing  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � French Carol
 Carol Wincenc, Giorgio Consolati, flute  arr� Mack Wilberg
 Recorded December 2, 2018

Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing, stealing our senses all away? Never the like did come 
a-blowing, shepherds from flow’ry fields in May� What is that light so brilliant, breaking here in 
the night across our eyes? Never so bright the daystar waking, started to climb the morning 
skies! Bethlehem! There, in manger lying, find your Redeemer, haste away� Run ye, with eager 
footsteps flying! Worship the Savior born today� — trans. A. B. Ramsey

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

HYMN 217 What Child Is This � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Greensleeves, arr� Dake
 Cyrus Beroukhim, Katie Hyun, violin 
 Danielle Farina, viola; Alberto Parrini, cello
 Recorded December 23, 2018

 Please refer to on-screen lyrics or online hymnal.
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https://hymnary.org/hymnal/RITL1985
https://hymnary.org/hymnal/RITL1985
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READING OF THE SCRIPTURE  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Ephesians 4:17-24
 Leader: The Word of God for the people of God� 
 All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON WHAT WE NEED TO TAKE & WHAT WE NEED TO LEAVE  � � � � � � Dr� Bos
 Sermon worksheet is at end of bulletin or at MarbleChurch.org.

A LITANY OF LETTING GO AND HOLDING ON 

One: This is a time of endings and beginnings�

All: A time of reflection and resolution, of choice and change.

One: This is a time to let go — 

All: To let go of all that has bound our hearts and held us back.

In this brief time of silence, please write down something you are ready to 
let go of, committing to leaving it in God’s hands.

One: This is a time to hold on —

All: To take hold of the blessings of the past, of our dreams 
and best intentions.

Please write down something you are ready to hold onto, believing God 
will help you hold on.

One: Let go of your worry� Do not dwell on that which you cannot 
change� Tomorrow has trouble enough of its own� Rejoice in 
the gifts of each day and every moment�

All: We will let go.

One: Let go of cynicism and despair� Do not lose hope� Open 
your eyes and hearts to the needs of others� Do justice� 
Seek peace� Befriend the stranger� Believe God wants it to 
be on earth as it is in heaven�

All: We will let go.

One: Hold on to the goodness within you, your sacred worth� Hold 
on to all that brings you joy, the love in your life, deep and 
edifying friendships, fond memories, experiences of beauty 
and feelings of wonder�

All: We will hold on.

One: Hold on to the calling of God in your lives, to the intention 
of God that you were made for more and can serve higher 
purposes�

All: We will hold on. 

One: In this time of endings and beginnings, of reflection and 
resolution, of choice and change,

All: May God give us the grace to let go and the strength to 
hold on.  

HYMN I Offer My Life  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Claire Cloninger and Don Moen
 Please refer to on-screen lyrics or music on page 8 of bulletin.
 Recorded November 10, 2019

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CALL FOR OFFERING
Please click “Make a Donation” on bottom of any page at MarbleChurch.org 
and it will take you to a secure website, Realm, to give. You may also mail a 
check; keep in mind processing takes longer. We are grateful for your faithful 
support especially during this time.

https://www.marblechurch.org/uploads/uploads/Sermon-Worksheet-12-27-20-1608678440.pdf
https://onrealm.org/marblechurch/-/give/now
https://onrealm.org/marblechurch/-/give/now
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ANTHEM Noel, Noel (Wassail Song)  � � � English folksong, arr� Ralph Vaughan Williams
 Recorded December 24, 2018 New text: Karl Reiland

HYMN 194 O Little Town of Bethlehem Verses 1, 2 & 4 � � � � � � �St. Louis, arr� Dake
 Recorded December 9, 2018

 Please refer to on-screen lyrics or online hymnal.

BENEDICTION

CHORAL RESPONSE
 O Come, Let Us Adore Him  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Adeste fideles, arr� Dake
 Recorded December 24, 2017

POSTLUDE Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Walter Afanasieff, 
   Loris Holland & Mariah Carey
 Virtual Video: arr� Loris Holland & Rashad McPherson

 Marble Community Gospel Choir, Rashad McPherson, director
 Nia Drummond, Karen Gourgey, Steven Jackson, soloists
 Evan Ferguson, keyboards; Devaughn Denegall, bass
 Daniel Winshall, drums

PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Rev� J� Elise Brown, Ph�D�, Rev� Susanah Wade, Don Piper, program coordinator

The Marble Choir, Kenneth V� Dake, director of music

TO ENGAGE IN CONVERSATION WITH OTHERS 
DURING THE LIVE STREAM OF WORSHIP

Please click on the chat bubble located on top right hand corner of your screen. 
If you are watching via Facebook Live, let us know you are there.

v  v  v

MORE UPCOMING EVENTS — Please see pages 5-7.

NEW YEAR’S EVE PRAYER VIGIL 
for PEACE & RENEWAL 
Thursday, December 31, 12:30-1:00pm 
2020 has been an especially trying year, so bless and 
release it and pray in the new beginning of 2021� Join 
Rev� Brittany Juliette Hanlin and the Marble Prayer 
Ministry Team via video chat for this time of prayer 
and reflection�

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE: ROMANS THRU REVELATION 
TODAY! 1:45pm 
Sr� Carol Perry reviews the December readings� Please join us via 
video chat for the culmination of this meaningful 2020 project� 

https://hymnary.org/hymnal/RITL1985
https://meeting.windstream.com/j/1121504426
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Spotlight

REAFFIRMATION OF 
WEDDING / COMMITMENT VOWS
Sunday, January 3, after Worship
All couples welcome to join Dr� Michael Bos for 
this annual ceremony, this time via video chat� 

A CONVERSATION with BEVY SMITH
Thursday, January 7, 6:30pm 
Bevy Smith, TV and radio personality, joins 
Dr� Michael Bos and Rev� Brittany Juliette 
Hanlin in a conversation about racial injus-
tice and overcoming the obstacles currently 
wounding our country� Bevy invites us along 
on the journey of her personal transformation 
to reveal we can live our best lives with hon-
esty, joy, and no apologies�

All welcome! Hosted online by GIFTS: LGBTQ Fellowship� Register at MarbleChurch�org 
by January 6� Inquiries to Don Piper, DPiper@MarbleChurch�org�

We are grateful for you! When we moved online in March, 
we thought it would be for a few months, at most� Here we 
are at the end of the year and, as the second surge of the 
virus moves through our area, we will continue to be online for 
the foreseeable future� But we are so grateful for your support 
through this year�
We invite you to consider making a special year-end gift to 
Marble� It would help us end the calendar year with strength and 
continue the work of holding the congregation together in this 
“in-between” time� Please use the Christmas envelope found in 
the recent Christmas mailing or visit MarbleChurch.org and 
click on “Make a Donation” on bottom of page� Contact the 
Business Office for assistance with electronic giving or if you 
have any questions� 
Donations for the 2020 tax year need to be received before the 
Business Office closes at 1:00pm on Thursday, December 31. 

Thank you for your support!

LISTENING FOR THE LIGHT: 
A WINTER WORKSHOP
with NINA FROST
Saturday, January 9, 10:00am-12:00pm
Come gather your stirrings, hopes, and 
leadings of the new year through a gentle, 
restorative time of teachings, easy written ex-
ercises, and sharing� Leave with some inner 

guidance, a renewed spirit, and journaling tools you can use again and again� Led by 
Nina H� Frost, spiritual director, author, and a favorite Marble workshop leader� Register 
online by Friday, January 8� Open to all� Hosted by Marble Women’s Ministry�

https://onrealm.org/marblechurch/-/give/now
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More events on next page.

WORSHIP
Tune in live and remember to click on the chat bubble to engage with others.

View the archives at MarbleChurch.org/watch�

Sunday Worship, 11:00am
January 3 — Rev� J� Elise Brown, Ph�D�
We Were Made for More: 
More Than Turning the Page
Part 1 of Sermon Series. Holy Communion�

During these extraordinary times we invite you to join in partaking of 
Communion in your own home� Please have ordinary elements of bread 
and juice nearby. 

Call-In Worship: (866) 893-5381 — Please tell those without internet they can 
call on Sunday afternoons and during the following week to listen to the full 
service or sermon & scripture only.

#WeWo: Wednesday Worship, 6:15pm 
Please note,  no WeWo December 30; returns January 6.
January 6 — Rev� Rashad McPherson
Jesus Is a Love Song

Virtual Jazz Vespers, 6:15pm 
January 27 — Rev� Barbara Cawthorne Crafton
Shelter from the Storm

MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO STAY CONNECTED
We are blessed that there are many ways we can gather together online even as the 
physical distance created by the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Visit MarbleChurch.org 
for direct links, more details and the most up-to-date information. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Luke and the Shape of Salvation 
/ January 3 & 10, 10:00-10:40am — In the churches where some 
of us were nurtured, salvation largely meant one thing: What hap-
pens the moment you die? Where will you spend the afterlife? The 
Gospel of Luke helps spark a wider imagination about what salva-
tion might mean� Salvation, in Luke, is not just in the future but in 
the present� Led by Dr� Eric D� Barreto, Frederick and Margaret L� 
Weyerhaeuser Associate Professor of New Testament at Princeton 
Theological Seminary�

ON-GOING
Sunday Morning Bible Study: The Gospel of Mark / 10:00-10:40am — Returns 
January 17�

Prayer Circle via Video Chat / Sundays, 10:00-10:40am — Join us for this weekly time 
of prayer and music� All you need is a willing heart, an internet connection or telephone� 

Bereavement Group / Every Monday, 11:00am-12:00pm — Are you mourning the loss 
of a loved one? You need not travel this road alone� Led by Dr� Ken Ruge� For video link 
and more information, contact Judy Tulin, (212) 686-2770, ext� 207� 

Afternoon Prayer / Weekdays, 4:00-4:20pm — Wind down your day with a brief time of 
sharing and prayer, led by Marble ministers� Join us via video chat or call� Please note, 
not meeting through January 1; returns January 4.

https://www.marblechurch.org/watch/
https://www.marblechurch.org/
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More at Marble

Tuesday Evening Bible Study / Weekly, 6:30-7:30pm — Join Rev� Anthony Livolsi via 
video chat for an in-depth discussion of the second half of the Book of Acts� Please 
contact Rev� Livolsi ahead of time for the week’s reading, ALivolsi@MarbleChurch�org� 
Please note, not meeting December 29, January 5 & 12.

PrimeTime (55+) Online Gatherings / Wednesdays, 1:00pm — Gather via video 
chat or phone to visit with friends and meet new people� For dates & details, contact 
Baleta McKenzie, BMcKenzie@MarbleChurch�org� 

Chair Yoga / Every Thursday, 10:00-10:45am — Center yourself physically and 
spiritually with this beginner-friendly time of gentle movement� Please note, not 
meeting December  31.

Small Groups — Grow deeper spiritually and stay connected with others even though we 
are online only� Contact Baleta McKenzie, BMcKenzie@MarbleChurch�org�

v  v  v

ONLINE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHOIRS
All children welcome for Sunday School every week at 10:00am� No Youth Group 
December 27; returns January 3. Cherub, Children’s & Youth Choir Rehearsals 
resume January 10. For more details, please contact Rev� Brittany Juliette Hanlin, 
BHanlin@ MarbleChurch�org, or Brian Hampton, BHampton@MarbleChurch�org�

CYF CORNER

MARBLE STORYTIME
Visit MarbleChurch�org to watch Rev� Brittany as she reads a 
book, ending with some questions for your family to ponder� 
Adults, it’s also a treat for your inner child! 
Latest story: Greta and the Giants
Previous stories also available�

SUPPORT MIDDLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH 
with OUR PRAYERS & GIFTS
On December 5, our sister congregation, Middle Collegiate 
Church, experienced a fire, and the sanctuary and building 
have been destroyed. Though a church is more than its building, 
this place holds so much meaning for so many people� Please 
join us in showing our love in a tangible way to help them rebuild 
from the ashes� 

Donate at MarbleChurch.org, “Middle Collegiate Relief Fund”�

MARBLE MASKS
Help protect others and yourself from COVID-19 
by wearing a face mask with the Marble Church 
logo on it� $9�95 each at MarbleChurch.org; buy 5 
masks, get 1 free� These cotton masks are re-usable 
and come with an adjustable sliding ear loop to suit 
your head size for a more comfortable fit� We wish 
you and yours good health!

https://www.marblechurch.org/watch/series?id=41
https://onrealm.org/marblechurch/give/middlerelieffund
https://onrealm.org/marblechurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YmEwYWNkNjQtOWE0MS00ZDA4LWI2MzQtYWM0YjAxMDZkZGVm
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Hymn

v  v  v

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT MARBLE
Stephen Ministry is an integral part of the Marble Community – a one-
to-one ministry that empowers lay members to provide high-quality, 
confidential, and Christ-centered care for those who are hurting� If 
you or someone you know can use the services provided by this 
ministry, or if you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, 
please email StephenMinistry@MarbleChurch�org�

If you need to speak to someone during these 
challenging times, call the MARBLE CARE LINE 
and a trained volunteer will be there to listen with a 
Christ-centered ear and a caring heart�
Call (800) 531-1913
Wednesdays through Sundays, 12:00-8:00pm
Available to adults 18 years and older. 

For more details, visit MarbleChurch.org/give/marble-care-line or contact 
Rev� Susanah Wade, SWade@MarbleChurch�org, or Judy Tulin, JTulin@MarbleChurch�org�

If you are in need of more in-depth, professional help with mental health issues, 
please reach out to the BLANTON-PEALE INSTITUTE & COUNSELING CENTER. 
BlantonPeale�org

IF YOU NEED HELP — REACH OUT
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Lord, I of fer- my life to You, ev ery- thing I’ve been through,

Refrain

use it for your glo ry;- Lord, I of fer- my days to You, lift ing- my praise

to You as a pleasing sac ri- fice,- Lord, I of fer- You my life.
















Soloist will sing Verses 1 & 2; congregation join on Refrain.

I OFFER MY LIFE
Claire Cloninger & Don Moen
















© 1994 Juniper Landing Music | World Music, LLC. CCLI Song #1375252
Used with permission. All rights reserved. CCLI License #1060316



    





     
       

     
 

       






  
  

      



      
      


 

            
     



 

       


      

 

https://www.marblechurch.org/give/marble-care-line/
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HAS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION CHANGED?
If you’ve recently relocated, either permanently or temporarily, or if your email 
address has changed, please let us know� We want to stay connected with you! 
Sign into onrealm.org/marblechurch to update your information or contact the 
business office� 

PS30 TUTORING OPPORTUNITY
Marble continues its 6th year of tutoring to students at PS30 in 
Harlem� We are looking for new tutors to teach Math and English 
Language Arts to 2nd through 5th graders, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
or Thursdays� You will be trained to tutor remotely via the Google 
classroom platform� For more information or to complete an applica-
tion, please contact Rev� Susanah Wade, SWade@MarbleChurch�org 
or 212-686-2770�  

HERE TO HELP
Have you been participating in programs with us over the phone 
and want to try video but don’t know where to start? Or have 
you been participating but have some challenges due to new 
technology? We are here for you! If you need assistance getting 
connected, please reach out to Siobhan Tull, STull@MarbleChurch�
org, or Clay Hale, CHale@MarbleChurch�org, who will be happy to 
help� There are no silly questions, just support and care�

ANTI-RACISM RESOURCES
Marble is dedicated to sharing the best resources we have 
found on learning and growing in our shared commitment to 
racial justice and anti-racism� Please visit MarbleChurch.
org/anti-racism-resource-guide for a list of books, articles, 
podcasts and films so you can learn and help us in the on-
going conversation�

TOUCHPOINT: THE MARBLE MAGAZINE
The December 2020/January 2021 issue is available 
at MarbleChurch.org/media/touchpointmagazine/� 
Dr� Michael Bos invites us to move closer to Jesus and one 
another, Rev� J� Elise Brown reminds us that Jesus came 
into a world of uncertainty, Dr� Ken Ruge muses about 
walking and our editor reflects on the impact of sounds�
We have also printed and mailed this issue to everyone 
on the Marble mailing list as an extra way for us to connect� 
If you don’t want to keep your printed copy, please share it to 
let others know about our amazing community� We will not 
be printing all our upcoming issues, so if you haven’t already 
signed up to receive it via email, click on Email Sign-Up on 
middle of our home page and select Touchpoint�  Of course, 
current and old issues are always available online� 

TOUCHPOINT
The Marble Magazine   

DECEMBER 2020 & JANUARY 2021

MarbleChurch.org

Worship 
with Us 
pg. 8

CYF
Corner 
pg. 5

Spotlight:

Advent & Christmas
Concert, NBC-TV  
Special & more 
 
pages 4 & 12

https://www.marblechurch.org/media/touchpointmagazine/
https://bit.ly/3cXLC5d
https://www.marblechurch.org/engage/anti-racism-resource-guide/
https://www.marblechurch.org/engage/anti-racism-resource-guide/


You can become a new you!  
Actually, the new you has always been within you  

because you were created in the image of God. 
Inspired by Ephesians 4:24 

 
 

 
God, help me leave these things behind… 

 
 

Ways of thinking: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ways of living: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
God, help me take these things with me… 

 
 

Ways of thinking: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ways of living: 

 

Sermon Worksheet 12/27/20
What We Need to Take & What We Need to Leave

Dr. Michael Bos



Vision: 
We envision a world where we all become the individuals God created us to be.

Mission:
Marble Collegiate Church is a diverse, inclusive community of God’s people
led by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. We inspire everyone to become

positive thinkers who make a difference in the world.

v  v  v

v  v  v

MARBLE STAFF
For full staff list and email addresses, please visit MarbleChurch.org/Welcome/Staff.

Ministerial Staff
Dr� Michael Bos, Senior Minister; Rev� J� Elise Brown, Ph�D�, Executive Minister

Rev� Brittany Juliette Hanlin, Associate Minister; Rev� Anthony Livolsi, Associate Minister
Rev� Susanah Wade, Associate Minister; Dr� Kenneth Ruge, Minister for Pastoral Care & Counseling

Elders: Stephanie M� Bailey, Trenesa Danuser, Sandra Diaz (Secretary)
Marcelle E� Doll (Vice Chair), Ted Gregory, G� Gregory Lozier (Chair)

Sheila B� Moses, Eileen A� O’Connell (Church Master)
Elders Emeriti: John E� Rorer, II, Gregory W� Walker; Elder Emerita: Clair J� Zak

Deacons: Tim Lee, Matthew Morse, Barbara Sagan (Treasurer)
 Tomasita Sherer, Renier van Aswegen, Brenda W� Walker

Serving as Deacons to Intersections International: Agatha Pratt, Paul Younger

Board of Elders & Deacons

Program Leadership
Kenneth V� Dake, Director of Music; Pascal Kabemba, Chief Financial Officer

Rev� Rashad McPherson, Director of Marble Community Gospel Choir 
Christina Morano Keiser, Director of Media & Communication
Kim Sebastian-Ryan, Director of Membership & Connecting

1 West 29th Street
New York, NY 10001-4596 
212 686 2770
MarbleChurch.org

Marble on Social Media
Keep the conversation going — Marble on Social Media

MARBLE’S MISSION PRIORITIES
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,…to give you a future with hope.

             – Jeremiah 29:11

Growing Deeper — Seeking to grow in our faith in God, we commit to being a safe place 
to explore what it means to follow the way of Jesus who, as our source of hope, leads us 
to new possibilities�

Growing Relationally — Seeking to grow in our relationships with God and one another, 
we commit to being good neighbors in the world by seeking peace and justice for all 
people and cultivating a community of healing, reconciliation and transformation� 

Growing in Generosity — Seeking to grow in our generosity as a grateful response to 
God’s blessings in our lives, we recognize everything we have belongs to God, and we 
commit to giving and serving as acts of worship�

Growing Young Across Generations — Seeking to grow in our capacity to be a beacon 
of hope and life for all people, we commit to welcoming young people and their ideas, 
building an inter-generational community of respect, care and belonging� 




